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For all thoſe' Parents, who are about 1 be e a. 
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pear, almoſt;yith one conſent, to bring their chil- 
Aren to be baptized; but for what purpole do they 
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-- whereof the child is now ſaid to be'a * partaker,” nor 
„ 3 Eo 


Cc 
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of thoſe holy ends ſor the, Cle of which Baptiſm 
was appointed by Jeſus Chriſt... oj. > 
_  Godfathers and-godmothers alſo have learnt, as 
well as parents, to be very inconſiderate about this 
ſacred, ordinance. , They ,promiſe, indeed, in the 
face. of God and of the, Church, „to renounce,” - 
in the, child's name, #.this wicked, world with a 
the finful luſts of the fleſh,” and they alſo are un; 
derſtood expreſsly to undertake that the child ſhall 
be taught not only + the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the. Ten Commandments;” but alfa “ all other * 
gs which a Chriſtian ought to know and believe 
for bis ſoul's kealth;” Me, yet the moſt of them 
have no ſooner made this yow'than. they, think they 
have done with it; they reflett not whether the parent. 
be a perſen who is likely to pay that attention to th 
child's ſoul for which they have been engagings ng 
do they ever afterwards beſtow. a ſingle thought on. 4 
its religious education themſel ves. 
Some there ure, indeed, who do not ad quite ſa 


r 


wi. 


of it as many others, and yet are far from tur 
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they have not the courage to differ from the general 
cuſtom. They dare not refuſe; for inſtange, 0 ſtand 1 
Godfather or Codmoiber whenſoeyer ſon ane Ex - 
petts qr requeſts it of them. Jo do ſo is a bad guſtom, 
dhey allow, but fince it is a cuſtom they muſt 
| comply with it. Ab, how, little 90 te keen, 
chat in that very vow which in the child's name 
they are about to take, there is containeg i pee 
+ I wile: to renounce the world; in which p 
auge, bod} therefore-alk ſuch perſons, hene 
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che Gele of undertaking lightly the duty of God? 
_ fathers and Godmothers, is not one of thoſe ſinful 
cuſtoms which the very ceremony of Baptiſm 
pledges them to re npounce. 
In hort, then it muſt be acknowledged; that Bap. 
. -tiſm is on all ſides 'iegleQed' and profaned, and 
that it is become now little elſe than a convenient 
a ende by Wich people beſtow a name upon 
eir children 
Bur is this all that was Ineenile® by 17 It ſurely 
To 
needs no argument to prove, that it was never 
meant by the Fohnder of it to ſerve merely- as a 
pational cermony by which we were to regiſter 
Ages, or to give, aner to our children, It cannot 
be, that a Sacrament ordained by him Who died 
or us, enjoined upon his Diſciples nearly in his laſt 
ords, and emphaticalhy urged upon us in thoſe re- 
| 6:7 ee, "expreffions, 6 - He 'that believeth and is 
0 ſhall be -ſaved,”—1 ſay,” it cannot be that 
Sacratnent' thus folemnly appointed can deſerve 
to be hight! treated. Depend upon it, it cannot 
A wade light of Tia affronting Him who is 
Münder of it. It cannot be made light of 
Vitbout makin light of Chriſt; without making 
ligb of Him Who is the Hope of fallen mans and 
© - the ar ty: Saviour of our ſouls. 
aus then proceed reverently/ts. enquire what 
| bs. the true meaning and nature of it. | 
mad here I would firſt remark, that long before 
0 * : Baptiſm was appointed there prevailed: among the 
Jews the ceremony of circumciſion, which had near- 
1 1 the ſame uſe and deſign. Abraham Was the firſt per. 
fon on whom circumeiſion was enjoined. 77 4 
Vas called by the' Divine goodneſs from à ſtate 
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with man eat and lorious RIS, 1 b was. 
made the Naber of Ws Fuchtel, and was himſelf 
adopted into the family of Fog. in token Aber 
circumeiſion was required of him as à ſign, * 
ſame thing being required alſo, of his chil ldren, the 
Jews, who, became. the peculiat peopl e, of 8945 
not that the mere, ſign 
any one into God's Soi for the ap ,oftles tel the. 
Jews, that if they did not alſo. “ —2 the Law 


or ceremony could, ies, 


verily; their. circumciſion was made. Uncireumci-. . 


ſion.“ And again jt. is ſaid, 17 for i In (Chriſt Je us 


neither circumciſion availeth any t ing. nor un- 
circumciſion, but a new creature.“ eing 
new creature was therefore. the great point: ant 
circumciſion. ſeems, to have been intended to re- 
preſent to men in thoſe early ages, that” new and, 


holy ſtate i ipto which: they, muſt, be brought in or- 


der to their being introduced, into the favor of God, - 
ungireumcifion repreſenting on the other hand that, 
finful condition i in which we are born, and in which: 
we all naturally are, according to that exprellion. 
of the apoſtle, And you who were dead in or 


Ans, and in the e of your. fleſh, Vet 


now, bath he reconciled,” | 3 | 
Having thus made it appear What Atenpieilgg 
meant of old, let us next ſhe w from, the ſame wold 
of God what Baptiſm fignifies now). I 
When Nicodemus came te Jeſus bj night in or. 


der 10 enquire (as it ſeems) into the ,nature of that 
new Rel 23 of which he had heard, Jeſus ſa he = 


bim, & Verily, yerily, I ſay- unto. you, except à 

man be born again he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
god.“ Nicodemus, not ere ain what mY 
oken, our Saviour declares Ain, e 
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mal be born W and 0 the 


ſee the kingdom of Ged.“ What is it te de born 
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man be“ thus “ born, both o 
Spirit“ he cannot fee (that is, he cannot rightly un- 
derſtand, nor is he qualifled to enter into) the king. 
dom of God. „ Blefſed,” fays our Savior, © are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God.“ It is 
Sur hearts then, and not our bodies only, that 
| - muſt- be baptized and 7 We are natu- 
rally corrupt, indifpoſed to ſerve God, and to 
"obey his Will and Commantiments. . We ute all, 
. , ſays 8 ripture, 10 gone out of the Way. 66 Be- 
bold,“ ſays David, „I was born in fin and ſhapen 
in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me.” 
And you,” ſays the apoftle, „ hach he quick- 
enced who were dead. in-trefpaſſes ': 

in times paſt ye walked according to the courſe | 
of this world—and were by nature the children. of 
s wrath even as vihers.” We art therefote exhorted 

Bot to be conformed to this preſent world, but 
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of , watet and of the Spirit? The anſwer Þ think 


vill be found eafy, eſpecially if we take advantage 


e the information gibeh us in other patts of Scrip. 


thts. Waterß we there find; is the fight ordered to 


be uſed in Baptiſm on account of it's eleanfing what- 


_  everis dirty or defiled: the Holy Spitit however is 


_ the thing ſignified by the Water; for as it is the bu- 
ſiheſs Of water to cleanſe the defilemenit of the body, 


Jo it is the office of F cleanſe the 
cotruption' of the heart of man. The meaning, 


þ therefore, of bur Saviour's ſpxech to Nicodemus 


ſeems to be as follows, Except a man be renewed, 


Ur born again, and not by the outward Baptiſm of 


water only, but alſo by the effeftual inward Bap- 
tiſm,. or Purification, of the = Spitit “ Except 
Water and of the 


Lad in-trefpaſſes and fins, wherein 
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1.2 ) 
to. be transformed in i ne of our Windes“ | 
And the Scripture accordingly ſpeaks of true Chriſti- 


ans as f* being cleanſed by the waſhing of regeneration 


and renewing. of the Holy Ghoſt,” and of their be- 
ing waſhed, and danse, and juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” The neceſſity then of his death unto Sin 
and new Birth unto. Ri ghteguſneſs i is plain and evi- 
dent; for, how, can an unholy creature obtain the 
favor of a holy God, and become fitted for a holy 
heaven, without undergoing this, change ;' ſo. juſt, 
ſo rational is that ſaying, of our Savior, 171 Ve mult; 
be born again.” | | 

There are many other paſſages of Seripture which | 
equally, ſhew that to be a Chriſtian is to underys 


a. great. change- in the natural diſpoſition of our 1 


minds, and alſo that Baptiſm is intended 0 ſet 


farth- to us this change. As many of you,” Jays | 


St. Paul, „ as have been baptized into Chriſt have 
put on Chriſt? that is, ye have put on the fame 
diſpoſitions. that were in your Savior, ſuch as his-hu- ' 
mility, meekneſs, love to God and man, devetion, 
heaven 4 E Mc and again, “ for we are 
buried by Baptiſm into his death, that, like, as 
Chriſt; was raiſed from the dead by, the glory. of the 
Fecher, even ſo we alfo ſhould. Welk ia newneſs of 
{;fe.” When Paul himſelf firſt hecame a Chriſtian, / 
Ananias ſaid to him, “ Ariſe and be baptized, arg. © 
waſh, ff fins.” Ananias does not merely ay 
Ariſe; and be baptized.” - Nos; theſe | words, are 
introduciory 10 the wor nne follow. Anda ſo is ' | 
it in ont, 1.5,/Waſh away: thy fins,” ian ads 
dition which we alſo muſt make to our form of © 
1 — Nays I; will N ia remark, that, Bap- _ 
| As nt FEI bat an 1 
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Uk Without this is A ale; but it is even 
worſe than uſelefs. It does but aggravate out 
gilt; just as in the caſe of any other promile, he 

who promiſes but does not perform, not only makes 
Dis promiſe void, but is even in à worſe caſe than 


„ 


if ze had never made any promiſe at all. 
The bleflings of the Goſpel, it is true are, on 
that part of God, conveyed over to us in Baptiſm, 
but they are conveyed over to vs only on the ſup- 
pPoſition, that we alſo on our ſide repent earneſtly 
ok gur fins, have faith in Chriſt; become regene- 
rate; or born again, and walk in newneſs of life. 
Ik all theſe things are left undone, and are forgot- 
ken us, our Baptiſm 1s then like an agreement as 
Fet unfulfilled. It is like a contraR, or bargain;which 
das been made but which one of the parties has after: 
| > wards'rendered void, through his having negleQed 
to fulfil fomething that he promiſed in the very 
body of the deed. The othef party is therefore let 
| looſe of courſe. For let not the Reader ſuppoſe 
that there is any charm in Baptiſm, and that on 
. the ſaying over of certain words by a ae e 
me gates of Heaven fly open to him,; his heart 
bdeing now rene wed and made regenerate of courſe. 
Det not any one, I ſay, preſume to ſtake his 'ſal- 
Vation on the truth of ſo abſurd a ſuppoſition as 
mis. A perſon is admitted, I grant, at the time of 
Bapaſm into the Church of Chriſt, but it is only 
into the viſible Church; for an outward form can 
-vnly admit into the outward church; and it is alſo 
mii the way of charity ſuppoſed (aceording to the 
form now in uſe in the church” of England) that 
the baptifed perſon both does and” wil fulfil his 
o s i avail himſelf ef the Chriſtian Fri. 
t him fo 
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ao us chen Aerts Fell as ally ohet : 


| erför, and as the Jews Were 157 nually Hee oy; 
4 Chrift and his'a Res fot ſt in Ay form 8 


circuthcifſon, hi to dewahder the thing 115 


fo let ys take warning not to truſt in the form 
Baptiſm, but to remember what Baptiſm ſignifies; 
for © he is not a Jew,” ſays the apoſtle, & who is 
one outwardly” and in like manner he is'not'a 
Chriſtian who is one. outwardly, “ neither is on 
camcifioh” (not Baptiſm neither) „that which 
outward in the fleſn, but it is that of the heart and 


of the ſpitit, and hot in the letter, whoſe praiſe is ; 


not of man but of Gd.“ 


It is ptoper that ſomething ſhould here be added; | 
concetning the particular Ware moge which our 8a! 
vior ufed when he appointed this ordnance. of Bap- . 


tif; When he had now finiſhed his work, when 
he had died for our'fins on the Croſs, and had alfo 
riſen again, and was about to aſcend into Heaven, 


«Go ye, ſaid he to his diſciples, “ into all the. 
world; and preach the Goſpel to every creature !? 
G0 ye,“ and baptize them in the name of the Fa- 


rnen, the Sow, and the Hol Gnosr.” 


In the ſame ſacred names of the Father, the Son 4 
and the Holy Choſt (or Spirit) all Chriſtians are 


now baptized. Let us therefore cloſe the preſent 1 


ſubjett, by endeavouring to explain, in an ealy and 


familiar manner, what it is that a true -Chriſtiang | 


who is baptized, may be ſuppaſed to 1 1 by each 
of theſe thrèe ſriking expreſſions. | 
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42 
To be baptized' into theſe three ſacred: Babes 
my be conhidered' then as ſaying; in the firſt place, 
believe in God, the Father Almighty; Who made 

| bo. who now governs. the world, and orders all . 
things by his continual providence, Iris to ys 1. 
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helieye in that God: of whom the. Scriptures ſpeak, _ 
and not in thoſe. falfe Gods which vain men have 


( 26 
W 


e to, themſelyes, . whether, they be Gods of 
wood and tone, . of Gods whom their own. reafo 

gene oppolition t the one true and only God 
of t e Seriptures.r—h1 to ſay, ſecondly I believe 


alſo in Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Son of God, and 


| who for us men and aur foly ion came down from 


Heaven, ho was cruciked, dead and buried, and 


| who on, the third; day, roſe again from the dead and 
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and unworthineſs. I truſt in he merits of my Sa- 


8 vior's death, and in his power, to ſave that immortal 


foul which I have committed to him. lt is to ſay, 
thirdly—L believe alſo in, the Holy Shoſt. I believe 
8 the miracles which he wroughtin the days of the 
poitles, whereby be teſtifſied of Jeſus Chriſt. I be: 
lieve in him alſo as my, Sanctifier; I depend on his 
help for that change in my corrupt nature of which 


I. teel,the. need, and while Liam ſtriving earneſtly 
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Wein. my ſins, I implore, the grace of this Holy 
pirit, without which I know. hat I can do nothing. 


Ibis to:fay alſo, that J believe in, him as my Com- 
arter. I draw my heſt conſolations not from the 


world, nor from the ordinary ſatisfactions of this 


life, ſtill leſs from the indulgence of my pride or 
of my paſſions; but my higheſt comfort ſprings from 


thoſe Holy Doctrines of the Goſpel, uhich the Di- 
vine Spirit has, I truſt, impreſſed emmy heart; and 
from that humble,perſualion, which, be hath given 


ne, chat, for ihe fake of Jeſys-Chilt, God even 
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how, admits me inte his favor, and; will hereafter 
eceive me intoſhis glory. 
four being baptised 
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aſcended;into Heaven: .;I, renounge, therefore, the 
| Yai hope of being my own gavior; Lown;my.guilt 


mm wwe dan ene fave c n mew ad we oe eee wok ih A as as aa bw” 


» If 
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hte e name of the 1 Holy, 


of. It is to renounce: the Devil and all. 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked wortd, 
and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, ſo as no. HE 
to follow nor be led by them. It is to chuſe inſtea 
of theſe, and as it were in defiance of them, and in 
direct oppoſition to them, that Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit which have been ſpoken of. It is to 

ofeſs to live all our days in this faith, perſeveri 


in it through all the changes and chances of this, 


mortal life, in ſpite of all the revolutions which . 
may happen in the faith of our own country ox in 
that of ſurrounding nations, It is to determine to 


hold faſt this faith into whatſoever new place we go, 


and among whatſoever company we may chance to 


dwell, amidſt the ſcoff of infidels, amidft the gainſay- 
ing of heretics, amidſt all the diſcouragements ot.” 
perſecutions that may riſe up againſt it in the world, 


amidſt the evil example of degenerate and corrupt 


Chriſtians, and atnidſt the united enmity and oppoſi- 


tion of all wicked men. And laſtly, to take on our - 
ſelves the Chriſtian name in Baptiſm is io profeſs that 
in this faith having lived, in this faith ye ttuſt we ſhall 


not be afraid to die, fince we are well perſuaded that 


we ſhall not be aſhatned of 1 hte benen 


faith on 'the great Judgment day. e 


N. EIS 


now mean 00 make the following 1 


Hadre 4% thefe Parents who. are abut ho ting 4 . 
a Child to be baptized. 4 * 


18 


A general queſtion might indeed be aſked. Bur | 
why ſhould infants be:baptized at all? Why ſhould 
they be made to > promiſe that which, 'c on rene, 


e 0 ohen bare of Bapriſin in general, I 5 
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5 bes; 25 8 , 12 } ELEC | ; 
en their tender age, 2 perform.“ Tothls 
4 ektfon the Church of England gives the following 
- anlwer.—* Becauſe the children promiſe, by means 
of their Tureties, Which promiſe, ' when they come 
wage, they themſelves are bound to perform.“ 
Now, I cannot help here remarking,” that although 
the Godfathers and Godmothers may be the perſons 
min this place /allnded to; yet Parents alſo muſt of 
| necelſity be :confidered as ſureties, and even as 
principal ſuteties for the religious education of their 
children; for, not to mention the duty chat ariſes 
from the very relationſhip between parent and child, 
g 15 1t not ethe parents whotbring'the child to be bap- 
tied? Does it not depend on the parents“ will whe: 
ther the child ſhall be baptized or not? The Bap- 
tim of che child being then the parents“ aft, the. 
Parents certainly muſt be conſidered as approving of 
che Baptiſmal vow, and as approving! it both wich 
reſpect to their children and themfelves alſo. ' 
Fou then chat are parents, and that are about to 
bring a child to bę baptized, aſk yourſelves ſuch 
queſtions as the following.—Firſt, am I ſerious, in 
What J am doing? Baptiſm you have juſt ſeen is a 
lern thing. It is not that light matter which ſome. 
Feople male of it. Indeed, the manner in whi ch 
parents are uſed to bring their children 10: be, bap-! 
$ tized, may ſerve as a teſt or proof by which we may 
try the reality of their whole: religion. They, who 
treat Chriſtian Baptiſm lightly, ve may depend upon 
A. are altogether light and giddy people; nor is this 
al: to e light and giddy in a caſe this Tort, is to 
be profane and wicked alſo. 
Fee is ſomething indeed particularly aggravat- 
ed in the guilt of thoſe parents who come in a ; 
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tuning ſpirit to attend their: child's maptiſtn.,; Whows © 
r 
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the mother has juſt; eſcaped” from the pains 
perils of child- birth; When che father has had t 
life of his beloved wife preſerved to him; and when 
they both are made the happy parents of a living 
infant, then is the time for coming and offering up. | 
to God, who is the deliverer, and in the name of 
Chriſt, Who is their Saviour, their delicate; and 
tender offspring. Is this then the time for light and 
giddy mirth? or for luxury, and vanity, and oſten- 
tation? or for giving way' to the evil cuſtoms of an | 
unthinking world?” and, above all, is this” a time 
for profaning one of the moſt; ſacred ordinances of 

Chriſt? No; it is the time rather for the parents 
to think of their ſins, and to examine into fall 
the errors of their own paſt life. And as the right | 
education of, their new-born infant will now be». 
eome thegpbyett of their thought, it qught certainly J 
to out s them, and to impreſs itſelf very ſtrongly 5 
on their ind, that an immortal Being is now com 
mittedito-their care, Being whoſe ſoul is likely t 
be ſaved ofſoR, according as it receiyes from thema 
good or a Mid education, influence, and example, 
To have brought an immortal Being into the world 
is, 1 conſiderate mind, in itſelf no light 
matter; and for the parents to be the means not 
of ſaving, but of damning the child to which; they ; 
bave given birth, is a thought too horrible to be: 
borne. Many, therefore, who neglett their oon 
fouls cannot endure the idea of negletting the ſouls 
of their children, and they are for doing ſome- | 
thing at leaſt towards, what they call, the right edu- 
cation of their offspring: but et IH parents re- 
| member that if they arg light aud-profane, desde 

being ſerjous.and devout; in; prafenting. heir child; 
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| _—_— i epd ene einer äs ce into 
life by an act which amounts 10 ſolemm mockery 
of God; And, alas, is there not then too much 
reaſon to ſear leſt (to borrow ſome words of the 


Ss Church-of England Sgrvice) ( the child” ſhould lead 
4 this 
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offer up to God in ſecret the moſt fervent prayers 
on the behalf of your infant. What is Baptiſm ? 


| fore tht time of Baptiſm comes, be ſure that you 


It is a Sacrament appointed by: Chriſt, in order to 
remind us chat the e hearts both of parents and 

$ <hildren need to be baptized or cleanſed by God's 
| Holy Spirit; and how is this gift of the Holy Spirit 
to he obtaided? By Prayer: For God hath ſaid, 
1 He will give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk it.” 
[ As then by Prayer you are to ſeek this gift for 


yourſelf, fo are you to ſeek it for your children 
alſo.” Pray then, I ſay; that God will give to your 


child Het thing which by nature he cannot have;” 
that He will endow him not only . with kind and 
amiable tempers, but alſo with the ſtill greater gift 
{| of his heavenly grace. Pray that he may not only 
de reſpectable, ſo as to do credit to his family, in the 
eyes of men, but that he may have the fear of God 
b baits in his'beart; Pray that he may be eſtabliſhed 
in the faith of Chin, and that he may be one of 
moſe who ſhall one IN i ht manfully under Chriſt's 

| banners againft Sin; the World, and the Devil, and 
ho mall 7105 tbe aſhamed to canfeſs the faith of 
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' and a wicked world; n fi 8 
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the remainder of his Hijes but 100. wg hs wok, ap 


But now to be more particular F irſt, then; 5 


ET Chrift crucified in the mid of 4 proud, x GaN; | 
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Baptiſth, to chuſe them from among the moſt reli; 
174 perfons of Your acquaintance, and not men? 
rom among thoſe who may be moſt likely to help - 


forward, yout child in bis worldly intereſt; for, in 


a cafe of this ſort; you muſt caſt aſide the ptincipte | 
of worldly policy, and you may alſo have to act 
1 the rules of eiyility, and common cuſtom. Iijt 

s probable, indeed, if you have hitherto been à 
hedge” trreligious perſon, that your religious 
friends, if you have any, will be very ſhy of ſtand- | 


— — 


ing Godfathers or Godmothers to l children. In 


9 


order, then, to take away their objettions, ya pov 
to them ho ſeriouſly you now intend to bring ug 


jor offspring.  Aﬀfure- them, that you account 


aptiſm à very ſolemn thing, that you wiſh them ts. 
undertake for the religious education of your child 
on ſerious principles, and alſo that you ſhall be glad 
to 7 advice from . from time to time on this - Hl 


. ſubje | p 4. 
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n Ale next Uce, on the day of Baptifn, bet care! 
ful to avoid a all extravagant feaſting and ſhew,”as - 
well as levity. Do not prepare a vaſt expenſivg. | 
dinner, but a decent and moderate meal, and 1 hit 
ware of i inviting a croud of irreligious people to be 
your gueſts. Do bot dreſs out the little infant in ; 
pee finery, but remember that you are about | 
to dedicate him to one, who, | Whan be gave a feat! 
to his followers, was pleaſed toVfter ibem nothing * 
but a few fiſhes and barley bread, who had hot ERS 7 : 
ſelf a houſe where to lay his bead, and Wh, hen 
he was nearly of the age, of :your child, yas” I 5 
even in a manger. | VR <6 
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And when the day of Bapti 71 15 N in 55 4 
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